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MEDIA RELEASE 
07 April 2022 

   Amending the Municipality’s Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw 
Maynooth, ON – The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is amending the Comprehensive 
Zoning Bylaw to conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan as per Ontario’s 
Planning Act. The County of Hastings updated their Official Plan in 2018 and, as 
confirmed by the Municipal lawyer, subsections 26(9) and 27(1) of the Planning Act 
requires the Municipality to update the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to conform with the 
County of Hastings Official Plan. 

The Municipality will be amending the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw in two separate 
Zoning Bylaw Amendments: 

1. Draft Bylaw 2022-004 being a Zoning Bylaw Amendment to include general
provisions required to conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan; and

2. Draft Bylaw 2022-005 being a Zoning Bylaw Amendment to include all provisions
addressing a 30 metre natural vegetative buffer to conform with the County of
Hastings Official Plan.

The Planning Department will host TWO (2) Open House Sessions: 

1. Virtual Open House for both Bylaws (Zoom) - Friday, April 8, 2022

• 4:00pm to 5:30pm for Bylaw 2022-004 (General Provisions)

• 5:30pm to 8:00pm for Bylaw 2022-005 (Vegetative Buffer)

• The Virtual Open House for both Bylaws can be accessed on Zoom at:
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88303994776?pwd=bGJ0K2UrS0x0SFpmdjlwVk51R3E1
UT09. A copy of the link is available on the Municipality’s website under ‘Have Your
Say HH’ or by contacting the office.

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88303994776?pwd=bGJ0K2UrS0x0SFpmdjlwVk51R3E1UT09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88303994776?pwd=bGJ0K2UrS0x0SFpmdjlwVk51R3E1UT09
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2. In-House Open House in Emond Hall for both Bylaws - Thursday, April 14, 2022

• 9:30am to 3:00pm for Bylaw 2022-004 (General Provisions)

• 9:30am to 3:00pm for Bylaw 2022-005 (Vegetative Buffer)

Additional Resources and Information  
There is a lot of information to understand, consider and review as part of each of these 
proposed bylaws. We have developed a number of resources (diagrams, information 
sheets and FAQs) to better assist the public with understanding and interpreting the 
changes being proposed as part of the Municipality’s Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw.  

We encourage you to review the information we have available on our ‘Have Your Say 
Hastings Highlands’ webpage or request copies of these resources by contacting the 
office.   

How to Submit Your Comments and Feedback to Council  
As always, Council values the comments and input forwarded by the public on important 
issues such as the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw. Comments and feedback related to the 
proposed bylaws can be submitted on our website under the ‘Have Your Say Hastings 
Highlands’ menu or by contacting the office.  

The third reading of Draft Bylaw 2022-004 and Draft Bylaw 2022-005 amending the 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw is scheduled for the May 4, 2022 Regular Meeting of 
Council.  

We appreciate your comments and feedback.      

- Tracy Hagar, Mayor of Hastings Highlands
###

Enclosure:  
Why is the Municipality amending the Zoning Info Sheet
Is there Grandfathering Info Sheet  
Comparing Natural Vegetative Buffer Requirements  
Steep and Unstable Slopes Info Sheet 
Healthy Shoreline and Tick Management 
Fire and Natural Vegetative Buffers 



Why is the Municipality of Hastings Highlands amending the Zoning? 
The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is a part of the County of 
Hastings. 

The County of Hastings updated their Official Plan in 2017. 

The Official Plan was approved by the Ontario Ministry of Municipal 
Affairs and Housing on August 3, 2018. 

Subsection 26(9) of the Ontario Planning Act requires Council 
of the Municipality of Hastings Highlands to update the 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw for the Municipality of Hastings 
Highlands to conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan. 

The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is amending the 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw in Bylaws 2022-004 (“General Policies”) and 2022-005 (“Natural 
Vegetative Policies”) to conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan in accordance with the 
Planning Act.  

Ontario’s Planning Act is the provincial 
legislation that governs land use planning in 
Ontario and provides the legal foundation for the 
tools that planners use to make planning 

 

County of 
Hastings 

Planning Act 

The Provincial Policy Statement (PPS) is a 
consolidated statement of the Provincial 
government policies on land use planning, 
including housing, water, agriculture, minerals, 
and natural and human-made hazards. 

Provincial 
Policy 

Statement 

Municipality of 
Hastings Highlands 

Comprehensive 
Zoning Bylaw 

An Official Plan contains goals, objectives 
and policies to manage and direct future 
growth in the Municipality with a policy 
framework to guide its organization and 
development. The Official Plan shall be 
consistent with the Provincial Policy 
Statement.

County of Hastings 
Official Plan 

Standards Compliance 

Rules Enforcement 

The Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw is a tool to 
implement the goals and objectives set out in 
the Official Plan through regulation. The 
regulations in the Comprehensive Zoning 
Bylaw shall conform with the Official Plan 
and be consistent with the Provincial Policy 
Statement.



Is there grandfathering on the 
zoning?

Quick Answer 
Yes, for legal non-conforming buildings, structures or uses. 

Legislation 
The Ontario Planning Act governs how Zoning By-laws can be used for regulating the 
use and development of land. It also provides for what is known as legal non-
conforming rights (also more generally known as “grandfathering”). 

Legal non-conforming uses (often referred to as “grandfathering”) are permitted under 
Section 34(9) of the Planning Act and Sections 5.10 and 5.11 of Bylaw 2004-035 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw. 

When does legal non-conforming apply? 
If a prior use, building or structure is legal non-conforming, then that use, building or 
structure will continue as a legal non-conforming use as long as that use, building or 
structure continues as it is. 

To be eligible, the land use must have been established at a time when it was permitted 
under previous zoning regulations or at a time that would have predated any zoning by-
law being in existence and must have been in continuous use since that time.  

An example may be a building built in 1920 and 
located within 30 metres of the high water mark of a 
waterbody. Under Bylaw 2004-035 Comprehensive 
Zoning Bylaw, a building cannot be developed within 
30 metres of a high water mark without obtaining the 
applicable planning approval. However, since the 
building was built before there was a regulation 
requiring a minimum distance of 30 metres from the 
high water mark of a waterbody for any development, 
the building may be considered a legal non-
conforming use as long as the use continues as it is. 

When does legal non-conforming not apply? 
A non-conforming building, structure or use that is not 
legal is one that was created in contravention of 
applicable legislation.  

An example may be a building built in 2019 within 30 
metres of the high water mark of a waterbody but no 
planning approval (such as a Minor Variance) and/or 
building permit was issued for the building. 

Since this was created in contravention of applicable 
legislation and is not legal, it will not be grandfathered. 

30 metres 

Built in 1920 

Lake 

30 metres 

Built in 2019 

Lake 



Current Buffer Requirements (since 2004) Proposed Buffer Requirements (in Bylaw 2022-005) 

30 m
etres 

15 m
etres 

No clearing or water access permitted 

Up to 25% of 
Shoreline 

Frontage or  
23 metres  
(75 feet), 

whichever is 
lesser 

30 m
etres 

30 m
etres 

Buildings and structures no closer than 30 metres to the high 
water mark of a waterbody or permanent watercourse 

The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is amending the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw with Bylaw 2022-005 to conform with the 
County of Hastings Official Plan. Bylaw 2022-005 will amend the requirements for natural vegetative buffers along shorelines. 

Natural vegetation along the shoreline of our lakes, ponds, rivers, and streams play a 
crucial role in protecting water quality, preventing toxic blue-green algae blooms, 
preventing soil erosion, and preserving the ecological balance of aquatic environments. 

Buildings and structures no closer than 30 metres to the high 
water mark of a waterbody or watercourse 

15 metre natural vegetative buffer to be maintained 

30 metre natural 
vegetative buffer 
to be maintained 

30 metre natural 
vegetative buffer 
to be maintained 

Shoreline frontage Shoreline frontage 

Clearing or 
water access 

permitted: 

Amending the Natural Vegetative Buffer 



Steep and/or Unstable Slopes 

 

Steep and/or Unstable Slope Definition 

Steep and/or unstable slope shall mean any change in elevation resulting in a slope 
greater than 3:1 (horizontal:vertical) or greater than 18 degrees.” 

Building Restrictions for Steep and/or Unstable Slope 

Currently, development is not permitted within 15 metres of the top of any slope or 
change in elevation. 

The proposed Bylaw 2022-005 amends the setback from any slope in the 
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to the following: 

No development, site alteration or septic tank installation including the weeping tile field 
shall be located or occur within 30 metres (98.4 ft.) of the toe and top of shoreline or 
non-shoreline cliff, bluff or bank that is a steep and/or unstable slope that is greater 
than 3:1 (horizontal:vertical) or greater than 18 degrees. 

Illustration of Toe and Top of Steep and/or Unstable Slope 

 

Why are there restrictions on building on or near steep and/or unstable slopes? 

The County of Hastings Official Plan explains: “Erosion hazards means the loss of land, 
due to human or natural processes, that poses a threat to life and property… Slope 
failures cause devastating damages to homes and highways and can be fatal.”  

“The accepted angle of a slope for stability is approximately three-to-one (horizontal: 
vertical), or approximately 18 degrees.”  

Setbacks “are required to:  

- avoid increases in loading forces on the top of the slope,  
- changes in drainage patterns that would compromise slope 

stability or exacerbate erosion of the slope face, and  
- loss of stabilizing vegetation on the slope face.”  

Over 18° 30 metres 

30 metres 

steep and/or 
unstable slope 

toe of slope 

top of slope 



The Municipality will be amending Bylaw 2004-035 Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to
conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan

Proposed Amendments in Bylaw 2022-005
("Vegetative Buffer")

30 metre natural vegetative buffer along the
shoreline of waterbodies and watercourses
30 metre setback from intermittent creeks
Septic to be no closer than 30 metres to the
high water mark of a waterbody or watercourse
30 metre setback from steep and/or unstable
slopes
Permit a dock, boathouse and boat launch
within 30 metres of the high water mark of
waterbodies and watercourses.
Permit 25% of the shoreline frontage or up to
23 metres (75 feet), whichever is the lesser, for
linear shoreline residential development within
30 metres of the high water mark of a
waterbody or watercourse.

Listed below are important proposed amendments:

Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

What is currently permitted or not permitted
within the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw?

The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is a part of
the County of Hastings. The County of Hastings
updated their Official Plan in 2017 and the Official
Plan was approved by the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing on August 3, 2018. Subsection
26(9) of the Planning Act requires Council to
amend Bylaw 2004-035 Comprehensive Zoning
Bylaw to conform with the County of Hastings
Official Plan by August 3, 2021.

Why is the natural vegetative buffer increasing
from 15 metres to 30 metres from the high

water mark of waterbodies and watercourses?
The proposed amendment will amend the
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to conform with the
County of Hastings Official Plan.

Section 5.4.5.3 d) of the County of Hastings Official
Plan states “Natural shorelines and vegetative
buffers will be retained, maintained and/or
restored.” Section 5.4.5.3 e) of the County of
Hastings Official Plan states “Native species should
be used for buffers and where vegetation is being
restored.” 

Sections 5.4.5.5 and 5.4.5.7 of the Official Plan
support a minimum 30 metre setback of buildings
from the seasonal high water mark.” 

Section 5.4.5.8 of the Official Plan states “In
Waterfront areas and adjacent to watercourses, a
natural vegetative buffer strip a minimum of 30
metres in width should be maintained wherever
possible from the seasonal high water mark to filter
pollutants from run-off.”

The proposed amendment will increase the natural
vegetative buffer from 15 metres to 30 metres to
conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan.

Why is the Municipality amending the
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw?

Currently, development, including buildings and
structures, are not permitted within 30 metres of the
high water mark of a waterbody or watercourse.

Currently, a 15 metre natural vegetative buffer is
required to be maintained from the high water mark
of waterbodies and watercourses.



Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

What is the purpose of a natural shoreline? How does a natural shoreline work?

protecting water quality, 
preventing toxic blue-green algae blooms, 
preventing soil erosion, and 
preserving the ecological balance of aquatic
environments. 

Natural vegetation along the shoreline of our
waterbodies such as, lakes, ponds, rivers, and
streams play a crucial role in 

Natural shoreline vegetation plays an important
role in preventing soil erosion. Plant roots
anchor the soil, preventing the shore land from
being washed away by currents, waves, and rain.
The roots of mature trees reach down to the upper
levels of the water table. 

Dogwood and meadowsweet roots form a web that
extends a half-metre downward, these native
species are far more effective in protecting
properties from erosion than the roots of grasses,
which only reach eight centimetres below the
surface.

By preventing erosion and runoff, natural
shoreline vegetation also improves water
quality. When soil and excess nutrients are
washed into the water, fish spawning beds can be
destroyed, dissolved oxygen is depleted, and the
growth of algae and aquatic plants is encouraged. 
Shoreline vegetation also improves water quality by
shading and cooling shallow water. 

Extracted and Reproduced from Beesley et al. (2017) "Riparian Design Guidelines to Inform the  Ecological Repair of Urban Waterways"



Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

Who cares about natural vegetative buffers?
Why are they important? Why do I need to

protect shorelines?

Everyone should care about protecting and
preserving our lakes, rivers, and creeks.

The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is a large
rural municipality comprised of more than 70 lakes,
rivers and creeks with full-time residents calling this
beautiful region their home and seasonal residents
who come to experience our natural beauty. 

The Municipality is a lake-based economy for
residential, recreational, and economic reasons
which relies on protecting, preserving and restoring
high water quality and quantity to provide water
services to residents, beauty in our community, and
enjoyment by all. 

A healthy shoreline is an important part of helping
to protect, preserve, and restore water quality and
quantity. 

While altering habitats may be part of reducing
potential exposure to ticks, Hastings Prince Edward
Public Health indicates the best prevention is to
avoid tick bites by using insect repellent, wearing
proper clothing, and removing ticks as soon as
possible after bites.

Visit https://hpepublichealth.ca/lyme-disease-faqs/
for more information.

Speak to a public health expert or medical
professional to get further assistance on preventing
ticks.

How can I protect my family, friends and
myself from ticks?

I am worried about how a natural vegetative
buffer will not protect my property from ticks!

Erosion can cause damage to homes and lives. 
Poor water quality can cause health issues for
communities.

As stated by the Federation of Ontario Cottagers
Association (FOCA), "we cannot possibly endlessly
alter our habitats hoping for a sterile and risk-
absent life. In fact the more we alter the balance of
the natural world the less resilient natural systems
are and we lose a number of checks and balances.  
Invasive or non-native species (plants and animals)
thrive in disturbed ecosystems. Leaving natural
systems intact can provide many benefits for our
biodiversity, which allows it to support all the things
we need to survive: clean water, healthy air and
thriving lands."

Removing natural vegetation may reduce the
chances of ticks but it will lead to other issues such
as erosion and poor water quality: 

Ticks may be found in rural areas but they also live
and breed in urban and suburban areas throughout
North America. Our rural communities are full of
wonderful natural assets that contribute to a great
way of life and help to protect our communities. 

I am concerned about the number of ticks in the
area and the increased exposure to ticks with a

natural vegetative buffer!
In 2021, Public Health Ontario reported no
estimated risk areas for ticks in the Municipality of
Hastings Highlands. A majority of the estimated risk
areas are in urban and suburban areas including
the Greater Toronto-Hamilton Area, Ottawa,
London, Kingston, and Windsor.

https://hpepublichealth.ca/lyme-disease-faqs/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/O/2021/ontario-lyme-disease-risk-area-map-2021.pdf?sc_lang=en


Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

Public health authorities say to
mow the lawn and landscape to

prevent ticks!

"remove leaf litter, brush, long grass
and weeds:

at the edge of the lawn
around stone walls and
woodpiles

prune shrubs and trees to allow
sunlight to filter through
create a 1-metre or wider wood
chip, mulch or gravel border
between your lawn and:

woods
shrubs
stone edges

seal stone walls and other openings
to help prevent animals such as
deer, mice and other rodents from
bringing ticks into your yard
place patios, decks and children's
playground sets in sunny areas of
the yard and away from yard edges
place playground sets on a mulch
or wood chip surface"

The Public Health Agency of Canada
recommends mowing the lawn but also
recommends other methods to make
unfavourable conditions for tick
habitats:

pruning,
using a border at edge of lawn, and 
removing leaf litter, brush, long
grass and weeds at the edge of
lawn.

Public Health Agency of Canada does
not recommend clear-cutting your
property to prevent ticks. 

Instead, Public Health Agency of
Canada recommends:

Based upon the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw, the 30 metre natural
vegetative buffer is considered the edge of the lawn. A border along
the natural vegetative buffer can help prevent ticks according to the
recommendations from Public Health Agency of Canada.

It is possible to implement the tick management strategies provided
by the Public Health Agency of Canada while maintaining a 30
metre natural vegetative buffer along the shorelines. 

However, in unique circumstances where property owners have a
legal non-conforming residence that falls within the vegetative buffer
and they have concerns with tick management, the Property Owner
should consult with the Planning and Bylaw department prior to
commencing any work. Providing a detailed work plan with site
drawings and measurements will allow the applicable municipal
department to provide any recommendations that may be required.

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/lyme-disease/prevention-lyme-disease.html#a2


Wildfire and  
Natural Vegetative Buffers

Summary 
The Municipality is legislatively required to amend the Comprehensive Zoning 
Bylaw to increase the natural vegetative buffer along shorelines from 15 metres to 30 
metres. Currently, development of buildings and structures is not permitted within 30 
metres of waterbodies and permanent watercourses.  

The Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry (MNRF) “Fire Smart” 
Initiative is a recommendation from the Ontario Ministry. The MNRF “Fire Smart” 
Initiative is not a legislative requirement. 

Legislation 
The Ontario Planning Act governs how Zoning Bylaws can be used for regulating the 
use and development of land. The Planning Act states that all decisions of Council shall 
be consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement. 

Subsection 26(9) of the Planning Act requires the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to be 
updated and amended to conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan when the 
Official Plan is updated. The Official Plan was updated in 2018. The proposed Bylaw 
2022-005 will conform with the policies in the Official Plan as Ontario’s planning 
legislation requires. 

Is a 30 metre natural vegetative buffer consistent with the 
Provincial Policy Statement? 

The Ontario Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks (MECP) “recommends a 
minimum 30 metre setback from the highwater mark of water bodies as a standard in 
local Official Plans and related Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw and is consistent with 
Section 2.2.1 of the Provincial Policy Statement Part h) ‘ensuring consideration of 
environmental lake capacity.’ This is also in addition to Section 2.2.2 of the Provincial 
Policy Statement which states that ‘Development and site alteration shall be restricted in 
or near sensitive surface water features and sensitive ground water features such that 
these features and their related hydrologic function will be protected, improved or 
restored’.”  

The Ontario Ministry of 
Environment, Conservation 
and Parks (MECP) supports 
a minimum setback of 30 
metres “to provide protection 
to lakes, rivers and streams 
from inputs of nutrients and 
suspended sediment 
consistent with Section 2.2. 
Water - of the Provincial 
Policy Statement. These 
contaminants originate 
primarily from the disturbance 

30 metre natural vegetative buffer 

protects water 
quality and life 

mitigates surface runoff 
and septic effluent 

Benefits of a Natural Vegetative Buffer 



But the County of Hastings Official Plan says “should” which means it is not 
mandatory… right?

of soils, removal of natural vegetation, hardening of the landscape which results in 
increased surface runoff in addition from the migration of septic effluent from tile fields. 
The minimum setback of 30 metres from a water body is also recommended for water 
quality protection purposes. Generally, the greater the setback from the water; the 
greater the level of water quality protection. The 30 m buffer strip has become a 
standard and has been supported before the Local Planning Appeal Tribunal (LPAT).” 

Will a 30 metre natural vegetative buffer conform with the 
County of Hastings Official Plan? 

Section 5.4.5.7 of the County of Hastings Official Plan states: 
"In Waterfront areas, residential dwellings shall be set back as far from the shoreline as 
is practical, taking into consideration the size, shape and topography of the lot in 
question. Wherever feasible, the setback should be at least 30 metres from the high 
water mark and should remain undisturbed and naturally vegetated. Where the 
placement of an existing road will not allow this setback, the distance may be reduced 
to half the distance between the road and the water body, subject to approval of a 
variance to the implementing Zoning By-law and to site plan approval and provided the 
setback is not less than 20 metres. Residential infill structures may be set back from the 
high water mark in accordance with the established building line." 

Section 5.4.5.8 of the County of Hastings Official Plan states: 
"In Waterfront areas and adjacent to watercourses, a natural vegetative buffer strip a 
minimum of 30 metres in width should be maintained wherever possible from the 
seasonal high water mark to filter pollutants from run-off. Within this buffer area, the 
clear cutting of trees shall be discouraged. On existing lots of record where a 30 metre 
setback from the high water mark is not possible, the setback may be reduced to the 
maximum setback possible, subject to the approval of a minor variance to the 
implementing Zoning By-law and to site plan approval. In order to determine the most 
appropriate building location of an existing lot of record, consideration should be given 
to reductions in other yard setbacks before considering reductions to the setback to the 
high water mark. A lesser buffer area may be required as determined by an approved 
environmental impact statement or site evaluation report pursuant to Part A - Sections 
7.8.6 and 7.8.8 of this Plan that demonstrates that there will be no negative impact on 
the fish habitat and its ecological function." 

 

Section 5.4.5.8 states "a natural vegetative buffer strip a minimum of 30 metres in width 
should be maintained wherever possible," and does not say "shall be maintained." 
Sections 5.4.5.7 and 5.4.5.8 are written with leniency and flexibility to permit 
"exceptions" to these Sections to provide enough flexibility for property owners to apply 
for minor variances from the zoning bylaw. 

The Committee of Adjustment consists of five members and is tasked to decide whether 
a Minor Variance Application meets the following tests:     

1. Minor in nature;



2. Desirable for the appropriate development or use of the land, building or
structure;

3. Maintain the general intent and purpose of the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw;
and

4. Maintain the general intent and purpose of the County of Hastings Official Plan.

If Section 5.4.5.8 states "a natural vegetative buffer... shall be maintained," then a 
property owner proposing any development within 30 metres of the high water mark will 
fail the fourth test of a Minor Variance Application because the general intent and 
purpose of the Official Plan does not permit exceptions for development within 30 
metres of the high water mark. The use of "shall" is very restrictive and prohibitive. 

Instead, Section 5.4.5.8 of Official Plan states "a natural vegetative buffer strip... should 
be maintained" which grants exceptions to this Section of the Official Plan and makes it 
possible to meet the fourth test of a minor variance, depending upon the Minor Variance 
Application. The use of "should" in the Official Plan is less restrictive than "shall" and 
allows for the possibility for relief from the Official Plan. If "shall" was used in the Official 
Plan, there would be no possibility for relief from the Official Plan without first obtaining 
approval for an Official Plan Amendment (OPA) before getting relief in a Minor Variance 
Application. 

What is changing? 

Currently, no development is 
permitted within 30 metres of 
the high water mark and a 15 
metre natural vegetative buffer 
is required to be maintained 
along the shoreline.  

Currently, there are no 
exceptions to clear within the 15 
metre natural vegetative buffer. 

The current 15 metre natural 
vegetative buffer does not 
conform with the updated 
County of Hastings Official Plan 
(2018). 



The proposed Bylaw will 
increase the natural vegetative 
buffer from 15 metres to 30 
metres while amending the 
zoning to permit exceptions in 
the natural vegetative buffer. 
The exception will allow the 
clearing of 25% of the 
shoreline frontage or up to 23 
metres (75 feet), whichever is 
the lesser, of the 30 metre 
natural vegetative buffer.  

The “Fire Smart” Initiative 

Previously, the Hastings 
Highlands Fire Department 
(HHFD) created a synopsis of 
the Ontario Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Forestry 
(MNRF) “Fire Smart” initiative.  
The MNRF’s “Fire Smart” 
Initiative contains variations 
and different 
recommendations to mitigate 
fires, including home maintenance, building materials, and choosing plants, shrubs and 
trees that are fire-resistant.  

For example, the “FireSmart” Initiative recommends planting certain trees, such as 
poplar and birch trees, between 1.5 metres and 10 metres of a home as they are 
resistant to wildfire while avoiding highly flammable trees, such as spruce and fir. The 
full “FireSmart Begins at Home Manual” is available online. 

The MNRF “Fire Smart” Initiative is a recommendation from the Ontario Ministry. It is 
not a legislative requirement. 

Fire Safety Recommendations and Legislation for a Natural Vegetative Buffer 

In most cases property owners are able to meet the legislative requirement contained 
within the Municipality’s Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw and the recommended wildfire 
management strategies provided in the MNRF’s “FireSmart” Initiative.  

However, in unique circumstances where property owners have a legal non-conforming 
residence that falls within the vegetative buffer and they have concerns with wildfire 
protection strategies, the Property Owner should consult with the Planning and Bylaw 
department prior to commencing any work. Providing a detailed work plan with site 
drawings and measurements will allow the applicable municipal department to provide 
any recommendations that may be required. 

https://firesmartcanada.ca/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/FS_Generic-HomeOwnersManual_Booklet-November-2018-Web.pdf
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