
The Municipality will be amending Bylaw 2004-035 Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to
conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan

Proposed Amendments in Bylaw 2022-005
("Vegetative Buffer")

30 metre natural vegetative buffer along the
shoreline of waterbodies and watercourses
30 metre setback from intermittent creeks
Septic to be no closer than 30 metres to the
high water mark of a waterbody or watercourse
30 metre setback from steep and/or unstable
slopes
Permit a dock, boathouse and boat launch
within 30 metres of the high water mark of
waterbodies and watercourses.
Permit 25% of the shoreline frontage or up to
23 metres (75 feet), whichever is the lesser, for
linear shoreline residential development within
30 metres of the high water mark of a
waterbody or watercourse.

Listed below are important proposed amendments:

Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

What is currently permitted or not permitted
within the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw?

The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is a part of
the County of Hastings. The County of Hastings
updated their Official Plan in 2017 and the Official
Plan was approved by the Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing on August 3, 2018. Subsection
26(9) of the Planning Act requires Council to
amend Bylaw 2004-035 Comprehensive Zoning
Bylaw to conform with the County of Hastings
Official Plan by August 3, 2021.

Why is the natural vegetative buffer increasing
from 15 metres to 30 metres from the high

water mark of waterbodies and watercourses?
The proposed amendment will amend the
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw to conform with the
County of Hastings Official Plan.

Section 5.4.5.3 d) of the County of Hastings Official
Plan states “Natural shorelines and vegetative
buffers will be retained, maintained and/or
restored.” Section 5.4.5.3 e) of the County of
Hastings Official Plan states “Native species should
be used for buffers and where vegetation is being
restored.” 

Sections 5.4.5.5 and 5.4.5.7 of the Official Plan
support a minimum 30 metre setback of buildings
from the seasonal high water mark.” 

Section 5.4.5.8 of the Official Plan states “In
Waterfront areas and adjacent to watercourses, a
natural vegetative buffer strip a minimum of 30
metres in width should be maintained wherever
possible from the seasonal high water mark to filter
pollutants from run-off.”

The proposed amendment will increase the natural
vegetative buffer from 15 metres to 30 metres to
conform with the County of Hastings Official Plan.

Why is the Municipality amending the
Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw?

Currently, development, including buildings and
structures, are not permitted within 30 metres of the
high water mark of a waterbody or watercourse.

Currently, a 15 metre natural vegetative buffer is
required to be maintained from the high water mark
of waterbodies and watercourses.



Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

What is the purpose of a natural shoreline? How does a natural shoreline work?

protecting water quality, 
preventing toxic blue-green algae blooms, 
preventing soil erosion, and 
preserving the ecological balance of aquatic
environments. 

Natural vegetation along the shoreline of our
waterbodies such as, lakes, ponds, rivers, and
streams play a crucial role in 

Natural shoreline vegetation plays an important
role in preventing soil erosion. Plant roots
anchor the soil, preventing the shore land from
being washed away by currents, waves, and rain.
The roots of mature trees reach down to the upper
levels of the water table. 

Dogwood and meadowsweet roots form a web that
extends a half-metre downward, these native
species are far more effective in protecting
properties from erosion than the roots of grasses,
which only reach eight centimetres below the
surface.

By preventing erosion and runoff, natural
shoreline vegetation also improves water
quality. When soil and excess nutrients are
washed into the water, fish spawning beds can be
destroyed, dissolved oxygen is depleted, and the
growth of algae and aquatic plants is encouraged. 
Shoreline vegetation also improves water quality by
shading and cooling shallow water. 

Extracted and Reproduced from Beesley et al. (2017) "Riparian Design Guidelines to Inform the  Ecological Repair of Urban Waterways"



Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
A Balance between the Environment and Human Health

Who cares about natural vegetative buffers?
Why are they important? Why do I need to

protect shorelines?

Everyone should care about protecting and
preserving our lakes, rivers, and creeks.

The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is a large
rural municipality comprised of more than 70 lakes,
rivers and creeks with full-time residents calling this
beautiful region their home and seasonal residents
who come to experience our natural beauty. 

The Municipality is a lake-based economy for
residential, recreational, and economic reasons
which relies on protecting, preserving and restoring
high water quality and quantity to provide water
services to residents, beauty in our community, and
enjoyment by all. 

A healthy shoreline is an important part of helping
to protect, preserve, and restore water quality and
quantity. 

While altering habitats may be part of reducing
potential exposure to ticks, Hastings Prince Edward
Public Health indicates the best prevention is to
avoid tick bites by using insect repellent, wearing
proper clothing, and removing ticks as soon as
possible after bites.

Visit https://hpepublichealth.ca/lyme-disease-faqs/
for more information.

Speak to a public health expert or medical
professional to get further assistance on preventing
ticks.

How can I protect my family, friends and
myself from ticks?

I am worried about how a natural vegetative
buffer will not protect my property from ticks!

Erosion can cause damage to homes and lives. 
Poor water quality can cause health issues for
communities.

As stated by the Federation of Ontario Cottagers
Association (FOCA), "we cannot possibly endlessly
alter our habitats hoping for a sterile and risk-
absent life. In fact the more we alter the balance of
the natural world the less resilient natural systems
are and we lose a number of checks and balances.  
Invasive or non-native species (plants and animals)
thrive in disturbed ecosystems. Leaving natural
systems intact can provide many benefits for our
biodiversity, which allows it to support all the things
we need to survive: clean water, healthy air and
thriving lands."

Removing natural vegetation may reduce the
chances of ticks but it will lead to other issues such
as erosion and poor water quality: 

Ticks may be found in rural areas but they also live
and breed in urban and suburban areas throughout
North America. Our rural communities are full of
wonderful natural assets that contribute to a great
way of life and help to protect our communities. 

I am concerned about the number of ticks in the
area and the increased exposure to ticks with a

natural vegetative buffer!
In 2021, Public Health Ontario reported no
estimated risk areas for ticks in the Municipality of
Hastings Highlands. A majority of the estimated risk
areas are in urban and suburban areas including
the Greater Toronto-Hamilton Area, Ottawa,
London, Kingston, and Windsor.

https://hpepublichealth.ca/lyme-disease-faqs/
https://www.publichealthontario.ca/-/media/Documents/O/2021/ontario-lyme-disease-risk-area-map-2021.pdf?sc_lang=en


Healthy Shorelines and 
Tick Management
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Public health authorities say to
mow the lawn and landscape to

prevent ticks!

"remove leaf litter, brush, long grass
and weeds:

at the edge of the lawn
around stone walls and
woodpiles

prune shrubs and trees to allow
sunlight to filter through
create a 1-metre or wider wood
chip, mulch or gravel border
between your lawn and:

woods
shrubs
stone edges

seal stone walls and other openings
to help prevent animals such as
deer, mice and other rodents from
bringing ticks into your yard
place patios, decks and children's
playground sets in sunny areas of
the yard and away from yard edges
place playground sets on a mulch
or wood chip surface"

The Public Health Agency of Canada
recommends mowing the lawn but also
recommends other methods to make
unfavourable conditions for tick
habitats:

pruning,
using a border at edge of lawn, and 
removing leaf litter, brush, long
grass and weeds at the edge of
lawn.

Public Health Agency of Canada does
not recommend clear-cutting your
property to prevent ticks. 

Instead, Public Health Agency of
Canada recommends:

Based upon the Comprehensive Zoning Bylaw, the 30 metre natural
vegetative buffer is considered the edge of the lawn. A border along
the natural vegetative buffer can help prevent ticks according to the
recommendations from Public Health Agency of Canada.

It is possible to implement the tick management strategies provided
by the Public Health Agency of Canada while maintaining a 30
metre natural vegetative buffer along the shorelines. 

However, in unique circumstances where property owners have a
legal non-conforming residence that falls within the vegetative buffer
and they have concerns with tick management, the Property Owner
should consult with the Planning and Bylaw department prior to
commencing any work. Providing a detailed work plan with site
drawings and measurements will allow the applicable municipal
department to provide any recommendations that may be required.

https://www.canada.ca/en/public-health/services/diseases/lyme-disease/prevention-lyme-disease.html#a2



