
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

            Hastings Highlands 
      All Candidates Meeting 
            Saturday October 8, 2022; 0930-1200hrs 

                          Emond Hall, Municipality of Hastings Highlands 

                          33011 Hwy 62 North;   Maynooth, ON K0L 2S0 

 
MEETING INFORMATION 

 The municipal election is October 24nd. 
 On October 8th, voters in Hastings Highlands are invited to attend and meet 

the candidates for: 

o Mayor 

o Deputy Mayor 

o Councillor (5 to be elected) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Organized by: 

 
 



Meet the Candidates
HASTINGS HIGHLANDS

Tony Fitzgerald
I am a life-long resident of Hastings Highlands, born and raised on the family farm in
Greenview, which is still operating as a beef farm today. With Judy, my wife of 35 years, we
have raised four children and now have ten beautiful grandchildren. I spent just over 30 years
as an elementary school teacher, mostly at the grade 7/8 level. 

I served as a volunteer firefighter with Monteagle Station for many years, coached minor
hockey for almost 20 years, and organized and performed in many fundraising concerts for
local charities such as the Maynooth and Area Food Bank. 

In October 2018 I was elected to Council and have spent the last four years serving the
ratepayers of Hastings Highlands to the best of my ability. As part of that service, I have been
the Chair of the Committee of Adjustment. In that role I have led a strong team in making fair
and consistent decisions that follow good planning policies while encouraging further
development in our municipality. 

I am running for Mayor in order to provide that same type of leadership for Hastings Highlands.
With the support of all those elected, I will lead Council in making sure that all financial decisions
are realistic, affordable and sustainable. Together we will continue to develop our community
while building a strong financial basis for the future. 

Please free to contact me with any questions or concerns that you may have by email at
theelmstand@yahoo.ca or by phone at 613-338-3092.

Dorothy Gerrow

Frank Hickey

FOR MAYOR

44 years married, 3 children and 7 grandchildren. Born in Port Perry; seasonally raised in
Haliburton for 18 years. Legal Assistant for almost 30 years. I enjoy fishing, hunting, stock car
racing, ancestry, snowmobiling and motorbiking.     

3.5 years of attending Council Meetings as a stakeholder, Councillor since May 30, 2018,
Deputy Mayor since June of 2021.

 Council Committees/Boards- Dog Pound Board, Cemetery Board, Library Board, Waste
Management Committee (Chair), Fire Adhoc Committee. Participated in several delegations
to the Ministers at the AMO and ROMA conferences. Two of the delegations resulted in
invitations to participate in the Provincial Waste Practioner’s Committee and the Community
of Practice Committee. Advocating for funding for Hwy 62, Fire Services and Waste Sites.
Advocating for our senior’s financial needs. Continually educating myself by attending
Conferences, listening to webinars and reading relevant subject matter. 

My vision for Hastings Highlands starts with a strong Strategic Plan, continual advocating for
grant funding from our upper tier levels of Government.  Staying progressive in the
management of our finances using a 20- year vision, utilizing the technology needed to
communicate with Stakeholders and all levels of Government.   Maintain fiscal responsibility by
properly addressing our infrastructure needs while keeping healthy reserves for the unknown. 
 Strategic Budgeting is the key to maintaining our infrastructure and tangible assets.  Retaining
educated staff is imperative. 

Working hard everyday for the Stakeholders is my priority.   We have a growing community and
need to maintain services to accommodate that growth.

705-340-1075
goracing77@hotmail.com

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. As a life time resident of Hasting
Highlands, I feel I could provide knowledge and be an asset to the people of this great
community. 

I was born and raised at a local farm in Hasting Highlands and have become known to locals.  
I was actively involved with the Breakfast Club for 10 years helping local area residents. I have
also collected over $25,000 for Alzheimer’s Society funding locals.
I graduated with Honours from the University of Windsor successfully completing a Degree in
Business Administration.

With all my combined employment and volunteering I have over 35 years of experience in
Financial Services.

Being a proud resident of Mink Lake for 19 Years, I look forward to providing the community
with my knowledge and experience. 



Meet the Candidates
HASTINGS HIGHLANDS

Tammy Davis
I have the great honor of being acclaimed to the Deputy Mayor position for Hastings
Highlands. 

 I grew up on a farm on Papineau Lake, and I attended school in Maynooth and Bancroft. I
graduated with a Degree in Nursing. In my career I worked in a variety of hospitals in Ontario as
a Registered Nurse, and a Manager and a Leader in the Health Care setting. For the past 15
years I have been the Hospital Lead and Manager of Patient Services at North Hastings
Hospital in Bancroft. I live beside Papineau Lake.  

They say that if you want the most for the least, consult someone who has worked in Health
Care. 

Growing up my parents owned a service station near Maple Leaf, and my father was a
Councilor, Deputy Mayor and Reeve of Bangor, Wicklow & McClure for 18 years, and Warden of
Hastings County for one term. 

I have seen firsthand the opportunities and the challenges that come with rural Municipal
leadership and government. 

For the past 4 years I have had the opportunity to be elected as a councilor with Hastings
Highlands.  I worked and will again, to represent all people of Hastings Highlands, to avoid
unnecessary tax hikes, focus on emergency preparedness and response, services for our aging
population and to help make our municipality a safe and desirable place to be. With Council I
will explore opportunities for efficiencies in government and sensible shoreline health and
access. 

DEPUTY MAYOR -  ACCLAIMED



Meet the Candidates
HASTINGS HIGHLANDS

Keith Buck
For more than a decade my wife Donna and I have called Hastings Highlands home. We came
to enjoy the tall trees and rolling hills and to rejuvenate an old farm. Over the years our four
sons and their wives and now, four granddaughters, have come to the farm to relax, have fun
and pick a few weeds in the gardens. 

At home in Hastings Highlands, I have been active in many community efforts which include
the Business Retention and Expansion Program, the First Impressions Community Exchange
Program, the Disaster Relief Committee and one of my and Donna's favourites; The Maynooth
Garlic Festival, which we created in association with BASC and the Maynooth Farmers Market. I
am currently the Co-Vice Chair of the Bancroft Area Stewardship Council. 

For more than a year I have had the privilege to serve our community as an appointed member
of council. In this capacity I have never shied away from championing causes or asking the
tough questions about the future of our fire services, taxation, tourism and economic
development, affordable and available housing as well as the fair and impartial delivery of
municipal services to our community. 

I look forward to speaking with you in the very near future. Should you have any questions or
challenges, please reach out. I can be contacted by phone at 613-338-3283 or by email at
kbuck@trbd.ca

Roger Davis

Tracy Hagar

FOR COUNCILLOR

 My name is Roger Davis and I have been a part of Hastings Highlands for over 60 years. My
parents were both born and raised here and I have spent every holiday here for my entire life. I
have owned a cottage, a piece of property, and now a home for my wife and I to retire in here. I
have worked for Bangor, Wicklow and McClure township in the past as well as GM Oshawa for
30 years. I have taken courses in Health and Safety, WHIMIS, Grievance Procedures, and Time
Study. I have currently served on two committees with Council members. The Waste
Management Committee and the Property Standard Appeals Committee.
I attended Council meetings regularly up until COVID, and now I watch them online to keep
abreast of happenings and issues within our community. I am a member of the Moore’s Lake
Hunt Club, Vice President as well as groomer operator for the Peterson’s Pathfinders
Snowmobile Club (grooming many kms of trails that run over into Hastings Highlands), I’m on
the Cemetery Board in Maple Leaf and I’m an active member of the ANAF in Maynooth.

In my spare time, I tinker by repairing ATV’s, tractors, vehicles and small engines.
I enjoy fishing in the numerous lakes in our area, hunting and ATVing on local trails.
 I play guitar with a group at the Maynooth Public Library. I also play at Senior’s dances,
Hastings Centennial Manor monthly to entertain the residents, Memories Tearoom, and in the
past, at Garlic festivals in Maynooth. I snowplow for local residents, as well as my Church and I
help out my neighbours whenever called upon. As you can see I am very involved in my
community and care a great deal about its future. We must strive to keep Hastings Highlands a
great place for both residents and visitors to enjoy. I am very approachable and I believe that
with my help, stewardship and input, we can achieve these goals together.

My personal belief is, we are all equal and should all have an equal voice.
I would like to bring your voices to the table to be heard.

613-338-3216

I am an avid volunteer in this community as well as personally invested financially by owning
and operating a business in the heart of Maynooth. I have been a Council member for 8 years
now, as Councillor, Deputy Mayor and most recently, 18 months as Mayor. Councillor Matheson
and I successfully collaborated and secured a grant that allowed us to organize the Seniors
Expo in Hastings Highlands. I worked with staff to bring a bylaw allowing tiny homes to be built
in Hastings Highlands. I have created motions to help divert reusable waste from our waste
sites. I made the motion to work in partnership with North Hastings Children Services and the
Algonquin Peoples to bring a licenced child care facility and Native Cultural Centre to Hastings
Highlands, a work in progress. I have been meeting with various Ministries communicating our
needs in person at conferences since I became Mayor.  Hastings Highlands is being recognized
and heard. I have always and will continue to be approachable and available for anyone that
wishes to speak to me. I will continue to advocate for the people in our Community if given the
opportunity.

I feel that with my experience and drive I will make a great Councillor for this next term in
Hastings Highlands.

Thank you for your time and consideration. 



Meet the Candidates
HASTINGS HIGHLANDS

Nancy Matheson
My 27 years as a resident with 10 years on council, 12 years as a local store owner, 25 years as a
waterfront owner, and involvement in various committees, coupled with an education in
Business Management has afforded me a broad community perspective.

My “vision” aligns with the Municipality’s to be an “Enviable Community.”
The governance of a community is multi-faceted, requiring a strategic plan, allowing it to move
forward successfully while ensuring that goals are achieved with financial integrity.
I have moved to support these initiatives by allocating $75,425.58 from the Modernization
Funding to reduce the tax levy an additional 1%, and the remaining balance of $539,851 from
the funding to support our Fire Services.

In addition, I have coordinated a food drive in support of our 2 local Foodbanks and
successfully applied for a grant through Enbridge, which secured funding for a fridge and
freezer.

With Mayor Hagar, we obtained a grant to host a “Senior’s Expo,” providing information for
seniors on services available to them in our area. I was the founder and chair of the
“Honorarium Committee” using over $90,000 (which was donated), to repurpose our
gymnasium. As a volunteer, I have been a board member for the Bancroft Skating Club, HART,
a foster parent to teens in crisis, and a public educator for Transition House for abused women.

I have a personal vested interest in helping our community grow responsibly into the future,
and believe in results that make a difference.

Joan Nieman

Sheila Schruder

FOR COUNCILLOR

Born in Bancroft, Ontario in 1958, Joan has been a long time resident of Hastings Highlands.
Joan married a local boy, Ray Nieman in 1979 and are still happily married with 2 daughters and
5 grandchildren.

Her career in municipal work began in 1978 where she worked as a Deputy Clerk/ Administrator
for the Village of Bancroft and in December 1986 she decided leave her employment to be a
stay-at-home mom.

She then began working at the Bank of Nova Scotia in Maynooth but after the bank did some
downsizing she was hired by the Municipality of Bangor, Wicklow and McClure as a part time
administrator. After amalgamation (Municipality of Hastings Highlands)she then was hired full
time to work in the roads and building department.

A new municipal office was built and Joan then got involved in the Finance Department and
after 21 years she decided to retire in February 2022.

Joan was excited to start another chapter and spend much time with family and friends.
Joan has decided to run in the 2022 Municipal election as she has many years of knowledge
with the municipality and hopes to be a new face and voice. She believes she will come with
fresh ideas and proposals.

If you would like to contact her, please feel free to email her at rjnieman79@yahoo.com or by
telephone 613-334-2061.

She looks forward and hope to become a new team member of council for Hastings Highlands.

My name is Shiela Brethour Schruder. I grew up in Lake St Peter and have lived there most of
my life. I worked at Scotiabank for 26 years. I was a single Mom and raised my son here, so I do
know how to manage money. When I retired I took on a new adventure working as a server at
the diner in Lake St Peter. I was also a volunteer at the library. 

I feel I have good communication skills and could really make a good contribution to council.

My contact information is : email shielas53@bell.net

Not Available
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HASTINGS HIGHLANDS

Grant Scott
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Grant Scott and I was born
and raised in Maynooth. My career began at the Maynooth General Store where I worked for
my family. I proceeded to work at various sawmills in the area as well as The Ministry of Natural
Resources. I relocated to Oshawa In 1976 to work for General Motors. After 30 years of
dedicated service I retired as a team leader. Throughout this time I continued to return to Lake
St. Peter where I enjoyed vacationing with my family at our cottage. 

After retiring from General Motors in 2005, I returned to Hasting Highlands to reside
permanently with my family on Lake St. Peter. I was heavily involved in the Maynooth
community as a volunteer with the Kids Breakfast Club for ten years until it closed due to the
pandemic. 

I have decided to run for the position of Councillor, as I have been approached by friends and
family who feel I can make a difference and bring about change where it is required. I will
represent all residents and seasonal tax payers in their best interest with integrity, confidence
and respect.

Alex Walder

FOR COUNCILLOR

I’ve had many difficult challenges. Coming up with an introductory bio of no more than 250
words is at the top of the list. 

I am Alex Walder, one of the candidates before you. I am among those who came to Hastings
Highlands from afar. There is no Walder Road in HH.

Born 76 years ago in post-war Hungary; landed in Canada with my parents at the age of 11;
learned the language; completed my formal education at the University of Toronto and York
University. After a successful career as an educator, Linda my wife of 53 years, and I chose to
retire here. We have 2 children and 5 grandchildren. 

I’m asking for support to be re-elected. There is much to do in the coming term. New and
ongoing issues will need to be addressed. I commit to work diligently, fulltime on your behalf. I
will continue as a strong voice, addressing challenges that will certainly arise to test the next
Hastings Highlands Council. 

 The best predictor for future successes is past performance. I have the credibility, the will and
experience to deliver on commitments. My contributions during the past 6 years are well
documented and available for review. I will be pleased to discuss and elaborate on past
accomplishments and future directions. 

 Informing and connecting with constituents is important. I am delighted and honoured that
many followed my monthly internet reports. As always, comments and questions are
welcomed. Call: 613-338-0028, email: alexwalder62@gmail.com

 Thank you for your consideration.
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Ron Speck
My family and I have been residents of North Hastings for over 35 years.

 After graduating as a Forest Technician from Sault College, I enjoyed a varied career with the
Ministry of Natural Resources, Ontario Parks, retiring in 2011.

Since moving to Bancroft in 1986, I’ve been an active volunteer with numerous organizations
and associations- minor hockey and baseball, past director with Parks and Recreation
Committee, Chamber of Commerce, Bancroft Fitness Centre, Care North Hastings,
Curriculum Advisor for environmental programs at Sault College and I currently deliver Meals
on Wheels and am the Chair of the Bancroft Terry Fox Run.

Hastings and Prince Edward District School Board is a large board with 10 trustees. As your
trustee I am the voice for North Hastings HS, Maynooth, Birds Creek, York River, Hermon and
Coe Hill public schools. 
Students are all different, they progress at different levels & speeds and have different
interests & career goals. My priority is to ensure every student has the opportunity to succeed
personally & academically. I strongly believe the trustees and board share this responsibility
with parents/guardians and the community. Student success starts at home.

Responsibilities of the trustees and the board include student achievement, accountability to
the provincial government, accountability and communication to the community, strategic
planning,  fiscal responsibility and meeting  the ever changing needs and shifting challenges.

I am here to represent the interest of our community.

I can be reached at speck.ron@gmail.com

ENGLISH PUBLIC SCHOOL BOARD TRUSTEE
- ACCLAIMED
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