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MEDIA RELEASE 
03 November 2022 

 
     Hastings Highlands Receives Government of Canada Funding to 

Enhance Downtown Maynooth 
 

Maynooth, ON – The Municipality of Hastings Highlands is excited to announce that it has 
received a non-repayable contribution of $42,000 from the Ontario’s Highlands Tourism 
Organization (OHTO) to enhance, beautify, and increase accessibility to downtown Maynooth. 
Maynooth is a prime tourism area within Hastings Highlands. The Municipality applied to 
OHTO as a follow up to the downtown revitalization that occurred in 2020.  

This project is funded in part by the Government of Canada’s Tourism Relief Fund, delivered 
through the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern Ontario (FedDev Ontario). 
OHTO received $3.67 million from FedDev Ontario to help local tourism organizations and 
businesses safely welcome back visitors, recover from the impacts of the pandemic and 
prepare for future growth.   

This project has enhanced downtown Maynooth with approval for bike racks, accessible 
seating, planters and additional signage. Purchasing has been completed and installed items 
can be found throughout the Maynooth downtown area.  

This investment will help downtown Maynooth adapt and recover to attract new visitors and 
drive economic growth in Hastings Highlands. 

Quotes 

“The Government of Canada’s $78-million investment through the Tourism Relief Fund is 
helping communities across southern Ontario. With this funding, southern Ontario’s Regional 
Tourism Organizations and Indigenous Tourism Ontario are providing hundreds of local 
businesses and organizations with the support they need to create jobs, attract more visitors 
and grow local economies, now and into the future.” 

- The Honourable Filomena Tassi, Minister responsible for the Federal Economic 
Development Agency for Southern Ontario 
 

http://www.hastingshighlands.ca/
http://www.ohto.ca/
http://www.ohto.ca/
https://www.feddevontario.gc.ca/eic/site/723.nsf/eng/home
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“Council is thrilled at the project approval and is excited to announce the funding being 
provided by the Ontario’s Highlands Tourism Organization,” said Mayor Tracy Hagar. “The 
Municipality of Hastings Highlands is proud to receive support from the Government of 
Canada’s Tourism Relief Fund and we are grateful for the support to our growing tourism 
community.” 

- Tracy Hagar, Mayor of Hastings Highlands 

 

“We are extremely grateful to be working alongside FedDev Ontario to deliver this much-
needed funding to our tourism industry. We are a region full of resilient and innovative 
operators and organizations who care deeply about their communities. This funding support 
enables them to provide elevated experiences to visitors and re-ignite the spirit of our region.” 

- Nicole Whiting, Executive Director, Ontario’s Highlands Tourism Organization  

 

Contacts 

David Stewart                                                   
Chief Administrative Officer                            
Municipality of Hastings Highlands              
dstewart@hastingshighlands.ca               
 
Kate Evans 
Industry Partnerships and Funding Coordinator 
Ontario’s Highlands Tourism Organization 
kate.evans@ohto.ca  
 
Edward Hutchinson  
Press Secretary 
Office of the Minister responsible for the Federal Economic Development Agency for Southern 
Ontario 
edward.hutchinson@feddevontario.gc.ca 
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About OHTO 

Ontario’s Highlands Tourism Organization (OHTO) is a not-for-profit organization mandated 
and funded by the province of Ontario to support tourism within the counties of Haliburton, 
Lanark, and Renfrew and portions of Frontenac, Hastings, and Lennox and Addington. 
OHTO’s mandate is to build and support a competitive tourism region, known as Ontario’s 
Highlands, through marketing, funding opportunities, education and product development. 
OHTO functions in partnership with established and recognized tourism organizations, 
municipalities and entities within the region to move forward in a spirit of cooperation and 
collaboration. Learn more at www.ohto.ca. 

About FedDev Ontario 

For 13 years, the Government of Canada, through FedDev Ontario, has worked to advance 
and diversify the southern Ontario economy through funding opportunities and business 
services that support innovation, growth and job creation in Canada’s most populous region. 
The Agency has delivered impressive results, which can be seen in southern Ontario 
businesses that are creating innovative technologies, improving productivity, growing 
revenues, creating jobs, and in the economic advancement of communities across the region. 
Learn more about the impacts the Agency is having in southern Ontario by exploring our 
pivotal projects, our Southern Ontario Spotlight, and FedDev Ontario’s Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram and LinkedIn. 
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